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Appleton recognizes National Coming Out Day

Molly Ruffing
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

THIS

WEEK

In order to celebrate coming out and to
raise awareness for the LGBTQ+ community
and the civil rights movement, cities across
America have observed Oct. 11 as National
Coming Out Day since 1988. Appleton
celebrated National Coming Out Day for the
first time this year on Friday, Oct. 11.
Instructor of Gender Studies Helen
Boyd Kramer was inspired to promote this
event in Appleton while she was in New
York City this past summer during the
50th anniversary of the Stonewall Riots.
The Stonewall Riots, also known as the
Stonewall Uprising, began on June 28, 1969
when the New York City police raided a gay
club — the Stonewall Inn.
This raid led to riots and several days of
protests and struggles with law enforcement. Although the Stonewall Riots did
not start the gay rights movement, they are
seen as a major event that fueled LGBTQ+
political activism. New York’s celebration
of the 50th anniversary of Stonewall caused
Boyd Kramer to look to Appleton to show its
support for the LGBTQ+ community.
Boyd Kramer has resided in Appleton
for approximately 10 years now, and she
admits that Appleton has been welcoming,
but she is unsure why the city does not show
that welcoming nature more openly. Boyd
Kramer began her mission to encourage
the city to recognize National Coming Out
Day by sharing the event on Facebook and
reaching out to several businesses.
After hiring canvassers with money
provided by fundraising, Boyd Kramer and
her team went door-to-door asking Appleton businesses if they were interested in
participating in National Coming Out Day.
According to Boyd Kramer, this process did
not involve any convincing, for they only
sought out people who wanted to participate. Over 70 businesses were reported to
be participating in some way as of Oct. 7.
Pawffee Shop Cat Café decided to sell
rainbow kitty cookies with proceeds going
towards the non-profit, Diverse & Resilient.
Similarly, Shear Chaos offered rainbow
eyelash applications to fundraise for Reach’s
LBGTQ+ Survivors group, which is the only
group of its kind in the Fox Cities. Other
businesses were flying Pride flags to show
their support as well.
Starting off National Coming Out Day
in Appleton at 6 a.m., City Hall raised a
Pride flag. Volunteers were accessible until
4:30 p.m. to help with voter registration as
well. For the remainder of the day, there
were a multitude of free flyers, buttons and
magnets to celebrate as well as to provide
education to people about the importance of
National Coming Out Day and why LGBTQ+
visibility is important.
The non-profit, Free Mom Hugs, tabled
at Houdini Plaza, provided hugs to those
that may not be supported by their families.
Free Mom Hugs emphasizes the importance
of listening to others as well as providing

McFleshman’s Brewing Company, a brewery opened recently by Lawrence University Associate Professor of Chemistry Allison Fleshman and her husband, was one of the restaurants
that supported Appleton’s National Coming Out Day.
Photo by Allegra Taylor

them with support.
According to Boyd Kramer, this event
was not really a rally or a party. It was more
meant to be a recognition by the city. Boyd
Kramer continued, “Mostly, we wanted
businesses to step up and show that they are
both welcoming and inclusive in terms of
employment and customers.”
Boyd Kramer also acknowledged that
in most cities, some sort of acknowledgement for Pride is a norm and even expected.
Although Appleton’s celebration of National
Coming Out Day provides great excitement
for many, it has placed into question why
this event is only coming to be over 30 years
after the first celebration.
Another piece of information to be
mindful of while reflecting on National
Coming Out Day involves questions of
privilege and acceptance. One of the flyers
that was around campus throughout the
event reminds readers, “Visibility fuels
the importance of this day, which raises
awareness and builds community. However,
whether an ally or a member of the community, we must reflect on the privileges of
coming out for those who cannot or do not
have a desire to.”
Students who were involved
in planning this event with Boyd Kramer
include senior Evan Rosado, junior Quentin
Washington and sophomore Sterling Ambrosius Tolbert.
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On Saturday, Oct. 5, SOUP hosted a Headphone Disco
in the Esch Hurvis room of Warch. Students were given
headphones with three different music channels to
dance to. The event was part of Blue and White Weekend, formerly known as the Fall Festival.
Photo by Sarah Navy
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The ancient coin petting zoo is back with
even more to showcase! Come stop by
Wriston any time between 11:15 a.m. and
12:15 p.m. on Oct. 15, to actually hold
and learn about 2,500 year old objects.

President of Microsoft Brad Smith will be visiting the Lawrence campus on Friday, Oct. 18, at 9 a.m. in Stansbury Theatre as a stop on his
national book tour.
Smith will be joined by Professor of Mathematics Scott Corry for an
intimate fireside chat-style conversation about issues raised in his new
book, “Tools and Weapons: The Promise and Peril of the Digital Age.”
It delves into issues around cybersecurity, privacy, artificial intelligence
and sustainability. The event will also feature a Q&A opportunity.
This is an exciting opportunity for Lawrence students to hear a global
technology leader discuss major issues confronting both the technology sector and society as a whole. The event is free but space is limited. Register on Handshake today!
Photo courtesy of CLC

Class of 1965 Student Activity
Fund: Applications Open
Established on the occasion of the Class of 1965’s 25th
graduation anniversary, this fund supports campus activities that provide an active, constructive and inclusive
community beyond those sponsored by the college or
the Lawrence University Community Council. Grants up to
$3,500.
To apply, email janice.staedt@lawrence.edu by Oct. 21,
2019, or complete the application that was emailed to
student leaders on 10/9.
Bangladesh
Abrar Fahad, a 21-year-old
Bangladeshi student, was recently
killed and is sparking protests by
students across the country. His a
occurred several days after posting
comments criticizing the country’s
government. The government’s
ruling party, the Awami League,
has a wing for students called
the Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) that has been criticized for
controlling behavior. For example,
students are forced to attend
pro-government rallies or else be
kicked out of the dorms. However,
this murder may change something as the Awami League and
other parties with student wings
have publicly commented that this
may not be the best political practice. So far police have detained 13
dorm neighbors, all with connections to the BCL. (BBC)

World
Italy
The Italian Parliament has just
passed a bill that will significantly
reduce the number of seats in government. Currently, Italy has over
900 seats in the House and Senate,
which is the second highest in
Europe. However, a bill that recently
passed almost unanimously will cut
these seats by almost a third. This
will save Italy around €330,000 a
day. However, critics argue this will
reduce representation by the people
and give lobbyists even more power.
(ABC)

Free Flu Shots
Receive your free flu shot at one of the following Flu Clinics:
WELLNESS FAIR: Somerset — Oct. 17, 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Conservatory — Oct. 22, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Alex Gym — Oct. 28, 4 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Mead Witter — Oct. 29, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Conservatory — Oct. 30, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Mead Witter — Oct. 31, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Questions can be directed to wellnessservices@lawrence.edu

Like us on
Facebook!

News

Compiled by McKinley Breen
Worldwide
The environmental organization
known as Extinction Rebellion
has organized worldwide protests
in order for their governments to
declare a climate emergency. They
call themselves a non-violent civil
disobedience movement. They
started in the U.K. but have moved
global. Just last week, 33 members
were arrested in Sydney, Australia.
Meanwhile, thousands more are
preparing to take action unless their
governments commit to stopping the
climate crisis. (BBC)

UK
U.K. Prime Minister Boris Johnson
has effectively declared the EU Brexit
deal, set for Oct. 31, is going to be
impossible. It is unknown what the
U.K. will do after the deadline or
how the relationship will work, but
Parliament has passed a bill requiring Johnson to ask for an extension if
no deal can be reached. A report was
also leaked that shows the U.K. does
have a readiness report if they leave
with no agreement, with food and
medicine shortages in a possibly in
the U.K.’s future. (CBS)

/Lawrentian
Ecuador
The government has just fled the
capital of Ecuador amid large scale
political unrest, mainly led by
indigenous groups. These protests
are mostly due to the government
cutting fuel subsidies which were
introduced in the 1970s. However,
it has been met with intense backlash. Oil fields are being seized by
protestors and indigenous groups,
leading to 12% of Ecuador’s
oil production being halted.
Additionally, roadways have been
sealed, further reducing the movement of petrol. So far, 477 people
have been arrested as a result of
the protests, mostly for vandalism.
The reason for the removal of subsidies is because Ecuador’s economy has been struggling for several
years and in order to secure a loan,
they needed to get the money from
somewhere. (BBC)
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Fencing flames the competition at LU Open

Kelli Quick
Staff Writer

______________________________________

The Vikings fencing team was
well-represented in the rankings
in last weekend’s competition in
their only home match of the season. Senior Jakub Nowak won the
mixed epee title for the men while
juniors Vinzenz Mayer and Cameron
Maas tied for third. Fencing’s firstyear Vikes had a blazing start to
their season, with freshmen Timothy
Parker and Ben Kelsey winning second and third in the mixed sabre
event respectively. Freshman Bettina
Coker also snatched a silver medal in
mixed foil for the women. Lawrence
had great success in the mixed sabre
event overall, with senior Allison
Kim (fifth place) and sophomore Lexi
Praxl (sixth place) finishing in the
top eight.
Kim, who also went 3-0 in sabre
against UW-Madison, attributes her
success to the support of her teammates. In order to prepare for competitions, the team will work on
situational bouting and free fencing,
which Kim said tests individual strategies. Kim points to the team’s solidarity as a key reason for their success at the tournament.
“We have such a cohesive team,”
Kim said. “We know each other really
well and we understand how stressful
competing can be. So during competitions, we focus a lot on supporting
and offering simple advice. On the
strip, it’s hard to take in informa-

Gannon Flynn

tion because your adrenaline is going
and you’re nervous. So simple things
like ‘keep your feet moving’ and ‘stay
active’ are easier to absorb. When you
fence, you’re partly fencing against an
opponent and partly yourself. It’s a
head game.”
When interviewed, head fencing coach Michael Hall praised Kim’s
commitment to the team and said
that he believes she has been helpful
in training the younger fencers.
“She is a good teammate and a
strong fencer who is always willing
and able to help the team progress,”
Hall said. “It is especially notable that
she has been one of the most consistent members of our team and squad;
she has rarely had experienced teammates to support and help her, so she
has spent every year here training
new members of the men and women’s sabre squads.”
Along with Kim, Hall felt that
many individuals on the team performed well, especially those who
competed in women’s epee, men’s foil
and women’s sabre, all of whom finished undefeated. According to Hall,
the fencers worked well as a team.
“I am particularly proud of all
my first-year fencers,” Hall said. “I
have a beginner men’s foilist who
showed real skill and maturity in his
first-ever fencing tournament and
even won some bouts!”

STANDINGS

Above: Senior Jakub Nowak lunges for a point.
Below: Freshman Dom Stanley celebrates a win.
Photos by Sebastian Evans.

Football demoralized at home

Staff Writer

______________________________________

The fourth game of the
Lawrence football season ended in
crushing defeat as the team fell to
Illinois College, 55-10.
Troubles began early for the
Vikings, as the opposing Blueboys
jumped to an early lead with 20
points in the first quarter. Their
offensive unit took advantage of a
rainy day, going to a ground-andpound approach with a running back
committee who contributed two of
their six offensive scores. IC switched
to an air attack in the second quarter, beating the Vikings’ secondary
and scoring twice; they added a third
score defensively as freshman Ju’Qui
Womack blocked a Lawrence punt
and returned it for a touchdown.
They added another receiving touch-

down in the third, with Womack
intercepting and securing his second
touchdown of the afternoon.
Illinois would not put up any
more points, but the damage had
already been done; LU was down by
55 points in the fourth, and the 10
points Lawrence picked up before the
game expired was far from what was
needed.
Worse still for the Vikings, veteran cornerback senior Terrell Myers
sustained a knee injury that took him
out of the game’s second half. He was
positive about his outlook after the
game, claiming he’d be “back by next
week.” However, the injury affects
the same knee he’d had operated on
this summer, so it is understandable
if the team is more cautious about
approaching his reps.
Despite the final score, the game
should not spell doom for Viking
football; five turnovers by the offense

is upsetting to see in the box score,
but it should not be expected that the
team will lose possession so often in
the future; more interceptions were
thrown this game (three) than had
been thrown in all previous games
this season (one). Further still, the
defensive collapse that occurred this
week is terribly uncharacteristic of
the club’s usual work, as the unit has
amassed four picks and a fumble
through the prior three weeks, as well
as having lost by 10 points at most in
the second week.
Between the disheartening
home loss and Myers’ injury, this is
definitely a game to forget for the
Vikings. They fall to 1-3 on the season, while Illinois College bolsters
their record to 3-1. The team will be
looking to right the ship this Saturday
as they face off against the Beloit
College Buccaneers.

FOOTBALL
North Division
TEAM
MWC
Lake Forest
0-0
Macalester
0-0
St. Norbert
0-0
Lawrence
0-0
Ripon
0-0
Beloit
0-0

OVR
3-1
2-2
1-2
1-3
1-3
0-4

South Division
Illinois
0-0
Cornell
0-0
Knox
0-0
Monmouth
0-0
Chicago
0-0
Grinnell
0-0

3-1
2-2
2-2
2-2
2-2
0-3

WOMEN’S TENNIS
TEAM
MWC
OVR
Grinnell#*
8-0
8-0
Lake Forest*
8-1
11-1
Lawrence
6-2
8-5
St. Norbert
5-2
6-4
Cornell
4-3
4-3
Monmouth
4-5
6-8
Illinois
3-5
5-6
Beloit
2-7
3-7
Ripon
1-7
2-9
Knox
0-9
2-11
# - MWC Season Champion
* - Clinched MWC Tournament Berth

Freshman Cameron Wicks goes for a
catch.
Photos by Caroline Garrow.

MEN’S SOCCER
TEAM
MWC
Lake Forest
3-0
Knox
3-1
Lawrence
3-1
St. Norbert
2-0-1
Beloit
2-2
Monmouth
1-1-2
Illinois
1-2
Conrell
0-2-2
Grinnell
0-3-1
Ripon
0-3

OVR
5-6-1
8-3-2
6-4-1
8-2-2
4-7-2
6-4-2
5-7-2
2-7-2
4-7-1
0-10-1

WOMEN’S SOCCER
TEAM
MWC
OVR
Knox
3-0-1
8-4-2
Cornell
2-0-1
6-4-1
Grinnell
2-0-1
5-4-2
Monmouth
2-2
9-3-1
Lake Forest
1-0-2
6-3-3
Ripon
1-0-1
3-6-1
Lawrence
1-1
8-4
St. Norbert
0-2
4-7
Illinois
0-3
5-7
Beloit
0-4
1-10

Sports by the Numbers
5-0

Junior foil fencer Alex
Loundy went undefeated
against UW-Madison and
Minnesota

2

Hat tricks for freshman
forward Samantha Tolu this
season

100:00

Sophomore Zach Currie
scored the game-winning
goal at the 100th minute
against Ripon

VOLLEYBALL
TEAM
MWC
Cornell
5-0
St. Norbert
4-0
Grinnell
3-0
Illinois
4-1
Monmouth
2-3
Knox
2-3
Beloit
0-3
Lake Forest
0-3
Lawrence
0-3
Ripon
0-4

OVR
12-7
14-6
17-2
13-4
9-9
10-14
7-9
6-12
4-16
2-17

Standings are courtesy of
www.midwestconference.org
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Much Love, Little Lady
By Celeste Reyes

“Stuart”
By Tia Colbert

Stuart shields his eyes from
the glare of the hot sun. He can
hear his uncle now, in a gruff voice
that betrayed his loving and tender nature, saying, “You have to
remember your glasses.”
Well, Stuart hated his glasses. They were unbecoming. Or at
least he thought they were. He still
wasn’t entirely sure what the word
meant. His mind wanders briefly to
the book he had hidden in the desk.
All the unfamiliar and engrossing
words land sweetly on his tongue
but are bittered by his lack of proficiency to pronounce them. But
the rhythm the words made, the
way they lifted themselves from the
page and danced in the air before
their fate of being mangled, that’s
what he is here for.
His eyes are slow to adjust to
the limited protection the shade
from his hand provides. He scans
the area carefully; he needs to be
absolutely certain he is alone. A
movement in the distance catches
his attention and he freezes. A tense

moment passes as the shape wavers
in the heat.
His breath slows as the shape
comes into focus. A piece of scrap
metal, floating and twirling in the
rare afternoon wind. Stuart chuckles to himself. If he had been wearing his glasses, the glare of metal
would have been more obvious,
would have saved him a scare.
Maybe his uncle did have a point.
Satisfied that he was indeed
alone, Stuart crosses the open
boundary quickly. His skin still
burns from the speck of sunlight
that catches him, then there’s cool,
quiet darkness and excitement. He
flips the switch, and the antiquated
lights buzz as they illuminate the
room. The first measure of his symphony.
He takes a moment to settle
into the buzzing, breathes in the
tempo. Then he gets to work, transforms the space to match the contours of the words swirling in his
mind. His only solace in a world
on fire.

Lore-ence
“New Campus”
By Claire Zimmerman

Ink

By Allegra Taylor

Color in this drawing!

Generously given to Lawrence
students in 1963, Björklunden has
been an iconic refuge for Lawrence
students. Almost every Lawrentian
falls in love with Lawrence’s other
campus up north. Going at least once
during a student’s time at Lawrence
is considered a must, as the spectacular natural scenery can refresh
even the most frazzled of students.
Lawrence University higher-ups
have noted how beloved this campus is and are considering opening
up a new off campus location in
Wisconsin.
Geoford Expandmore spearheaded this new plan for Lawrence
expansion. Expandmore said, “Look,
as a Lawrence alum, I know just how
special Björklunden is. I know how
special all places that Lawrence has
a stake in are. That’s why I want to
buy out the paper mill factory just
down the river.”
When asked about how much
it would cost to invest in the paper
mill, Expandmore said, “It’s tacky to
talk about money.” There is no clear
way that Lawrence could fund this
purchase.
Expandmore defended his
financial decision, “We’re pairing
with the Big Ol’ Center for Careers,
Lives, and Community Engagements
and Operations to see how this can
be both beneficial for the students
as well as the faculty. One proposed
idea is Lawrence funded internships
through the paper factory. Unlike
Björklunden, which is a natural refuge, this will be an introduction into
the workforce, and better preparing
our students for what comes after
Lawrence.” Expandmore contemplated what he said for a moment
and added, “Experience is invaluable. Internships with even a little

pay are becoming increasingly rare.”
Internships will include environmental opportunities in which
students can learn about the ways
that paper production impacts the
environment. There is no better
way to understand the harm corporations can do than to work for
one. Another internship will be
geared towards English majors.
Expandmore explained, “They read
and write on paper, so producing
paper will help them to better understand their medium!”
Students will receive a small
compensation for their time while
working at the paper factory. The
rest of the profit will go back into
Lawrence. Expandmore broke out
a white board and drew out how
the process would work: “This way
we will earn back the money initially poured into this decision and
even more than that! That will, in
turn, fund more student activities.”
When questioned on whether or not
it was tacky to talk about money,
Expandmore refused to answer.
Expandmore shared more of
his perspective, “It’s great because
it’s so close! Björklunden is so far
away that it’s difficult to dedicate
that much time to it, especially for
student athletes in season. This
opportunity is very close by and
will help students to get off of our
regular campus. Burst that bubble,
am I right?” Expandmore gave our
interviewer a high five and danced
the hustle.
While Björklunden is a beloved
staple of Lawrence culture, there
are always new horizons. Many
are doubtful about this new deal.
Students have protested daily. We’ll
have to wait and see which way the
tides turn.

VARIETY
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This Week’s Crossword
By Alex Dahl

Across
1. Lice eggs that are picked
proverbially
5. Taxis
9. What a tulip starts as
11. Exclamation of disgust
13. Preserves a body
15. “Eureka!”
16. Old-timey ship prefix
17. The natural order
underlying the universe
in East Asian philosophy
18. Couple
19. Camping abode
20. ____ Mater
21. Highest grossing movie
franchise, abbr.
23. When doubled, a Cuban
dance
25. The middle of geese?
26. The days of yore
28. Corner keys
30. Liberal ____
31. What community advisers
were called last year
32. Final model of the Game
Boy Advance
34. Girl, informally
35. “I meant it _____!”
37. Vote into office
39. A region along the Nile
40. IRS Numbers
41. How a lolcat eats

Down
1.Scottish Negatives
2. Company that made Watson
and Deep Blue, but a
bunch of them
3. Where one takes a bath
4. Word after clean or blank
5. Channel that airs CSI
6. Nickname for the inventor
of the telephone
7. The Fab Four, with the
8. A devious plan
10. Voice of Bugs Bunny Mel
12. A Palestinian militant
organization
14. Frank Zappa-led band,
with the
18. Popular suffix for a
country
19. “Happy Together” group,
with the
21. “How dare you ask
____!?” what an old lady might say
22. Important marine inver
tebrates
24. Jesus lion
27. Spanish is
29. French-Speaking ethnic
group from Louisiana
32. Kind of milk
33. Popular baby food veg
etables
35. Twitter mentions
36. Craigslist abbreviation
38. Nickelodeon rival, abbr.

Last Week’s Answers

Vegetable Day
By Allie

Horoscopes
The signs as specialty utensils
By Simone Levy

Aries (March 21 - April 19) – grapefruit
spoon
Taurus (April 20 - May 20) – ice cube
tongs
Gemini (May 21 - June 20) – butter knife
Cancer (June 21 - July 22) – crab fork
Leo (July 23 - Aug. 22) – sugar spoon
Virgo (Aug. 23 - Sept. 22) – asparagus
tongs
Libra (Sept. 23 - Oct. 22) – steak knife
Scorpio (Oct. 23 - Nov. 21) – your fingers
Sagittarius (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21) – serving
spoon
Capricorn (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19) – salad
tongs
Aquarius (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18) – pitchfork
Pisces (Feb. 19 - March 20) – soup spoon

FEATURES
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Jack McGee

What a Game! — Cole Stofflet

Staff Writer

_________________________________________________

Games have been an important part
of human history. From ancient to modern
times, games have evolved to reflect the values,
culture and lives of the people who created and
played them. For me, games have been a way
to learn, explore and create things in a way
I was not able to with other forms of media.
Because of this, I decided to ask other students
about the games that have been impactful on
their lives as a way of encouraging others to
engage with this media.

As autumn slowly fades away and winter takes its place, now is the perfect time
to sit down, curl up with a nice warm beverage by the fireplace and play a severalhour-long RPG. That’s how senior Cole
Stofflet would like to enjoy some of the long
cold days to come.
Stofflet is a linguistics major with a
focus in phonetics. He has been a longtime
member of both the student and community Gamelans, traditional Indonesian percussion ensembles, for which he feels fortunate to have had the opportunity to learn
and play in. He is also a member of Hillel,
our university’s Jewish life organization.
Whether it be a board or video game,
Stofflet has a love for RPGs, which stands
for role-playing games. Role-playing games
come in all sorts of shapes and sizes, from
small to large, but most take several hours
to complete as the player fully immerses
themselves inside of the world of the game.

Liam Wood

“I would probably say the one that
has had the biggest impact on me was the
‘Pokémon Mystery Dungeon: Red Rescue
Team,’” Stofflet said. “That was one of the
first games I ever owned.” This RPG really
struck Stofflet, as it was his introduction to
the world of videogames. For him, this was
a game to get excited about beyond the family board games like “Chutes and Ladders”
or “Candyland.” This game opened the
door to RPGs for Stofflet which allowed for
his interest in the genre to take shape.
In “Red Rescue Team,” you get to
play as a Pokémon as you go around solving puzzles and fighting your way through
dungeons and earning rewards. “This game
starts with a vibe check, or an aura check,”
Stofflet said. “Basically, it was like ‘if you
have this aura, you are clearly best suited to
be this Pokémon. You were human, but you
wake up in the Pokémon world as whatever
Pokémon you pick.” He continued, “You
then go on rescuing other Pokémon as
well as doing favors for other people.” He
admitted with a small grin and a chuckle,
“I had wanted to be a Pokémon when I was
growing up, and this game helps immerse
me in that experience.” He didn’t think
others shared that sentiment, but I assured
him that when I was growing up, I wanted
to be Vaporeon.
Stofflet described himself as a more
relaxed gamer who plays time-to-time, saying, “As time has gone on, even though
RPGs have not been central to my life…they
are some of my favorite kinds of games
where you get to decide who you want to be
as a player in this world.”
I asked him if he would consider going

Senior Cole Stofflet.
Photo by Zhixuan Lyu.

back and playing this game today or recommend it to others. In response, he said,
“Today, when I do play games, I enjoy
games more like ‘Diplomacy,’ the long
board games RPGs.” He continued, “That’s
to say I do not like video games. I do enjoy
them, but I like board games more at the
moment.”
“Diplomacy” is a grand strategy RPG
where you and other players take on the
role of leading an empire around during
the Great War. Some game sessions can go
on for days with a group getting together
for hours on end to play. “A lot of these

games are wonderful games, but it all
depends on what you are into,” Stofflet
said. “‘Diplomacy’ is one of my favorite
games right now, but it takes a very specific person, someone who is willing to
play a several hour-long game about politics and military strategy.” He continued,
“The same goes for games like ‘Red Rescue
Team;’ you don’t have to necessarily be
interested in the main Pokémon series, but
you do have to like the idea of inserting
yourself into the world. You get to decide
who you are as the player, so the world
means everything in playing RPGs.”

Big Momma’s House: Volume III

Columnist

_________________________________________________

There is a tendency among
Lawrentians to assume that the city of
Appleton is an uninteresting place, leading many to rarely leave campus. This
column seeks to profile spots in the city to
burst your lawrence bubble, while i use my
experience as a townie to give them a side
by side comparison with my eponymous
mom’s house.
My sister texted me the other day.
She’s 12 years old, and generally a very,
very, very talkative person. This time, however, something was clearly up. She sent
me only a few words: “Mom found out I
was on the roof. I’m losing my phone for a
month. Okay bye.” I was shocked, shocked
I tell you. First, that she used punctuation
in a text, and second, that my mom even
cared. Apparently, my mom was confused
when no one was home, and my sister
unwisely did not come in when called,
which led to my mom nearly having a heart
attack. In short, if you act guilty, you will
be punished. So, in honor of my sister, to
whom I guess I won’t be talking this month,
today’s column features the urban exploring of Appleton.
I will admit, I am having some trouble
coming up with places around Appleton
to profile. This does not speak well of
Appleton’s offerings. For those students
who are bored with what Appleton has
to offer, urban exploring may seem like a

logical alternative. Urban exploring is the
activity of finding a way into a structure
usually closed to the public, such as a
construction site or sewer. After a quick
urban exploration of my own to the VR,
some poking around revealed a nascent
student interest. There was a strong inter-

the most accessible buildings are probably
the schools. This article heavily endorses
not climbing onto or into schools.
For more information, I decided to
ask an individual with experience in urban
exploring. Let’s call him Marvin. The first
trespassing thing he did was at the age of

Senior Max Craig.
Photo by Larissa Davis.

est in roofs. Many people expressed interest in the Zwielcke building, along with
the 222. However, most people could not
name any possible areas besides those two.
I will admit that I had little to add. My
youth was simply not shenanigan-packed.
Appleton has few construction sites, and

@TheLawrentian

16 on a water tower. Pretty typical. A police
car came by. He didn’t run into cops often.
An office complex under construction was
his Waterloo. He faced legal action, and
ended up having to pay almost $2,000
out of pocket. It was his 20th visit to the
site. Today, he has mostly given up on his

/Lawrentian

wild ways, although he occasionally still
explores. However, he has not explored
anywhere in Appleton. He says those who
think buildings have no security need get
over yourselves; that feeling of invincibility
does not last.
So how does my mom’s house stack
up against Appleton’s urban offerings? My
mom’s house is accessible from the ground,
by drain pipe, chimney and holes in the
wood outside drilled by nice woodpeckers.
However, while the drain pipe is surprisingly stable, the gutters which line the
entirety of the roof are not. The roof does
have a nice view, so give my sister credit for
good taste. But, while you never know for
sure what you will find exploring out on the
town, I can guarantee what you will find
at my house: wasps, woodpeckers and one
dog that will easily believe there is a ghost
on the roof. While being caught trespassing
in Appleton could involve fines and even
jail time, the punishment for climbing on
my mom’s roof appears to be losing your
phone for a month. I leave it to you decide
which is worse.
In this case, let’s leave my mom’s roof
to my sister. There are no other structures
you can reach from the roof, and no treetops to traverse. However, I also do not
feel comfortable going on record as telling
people to go climb around Appleton. So,
today’s winner is the climbing club, which
makes thrice weekly trips to climbing gyms
in Oshkosh and Milwaukee.

@the_lawrentian
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This Hobby of Mine — Nicole Bacher

for The Lawrentian

_________________________________________________

Hobbies are fundamental aspects of ourselves. They help define who we are as individuals. They are the things we choose to immerse
ourselves in with what little free time we have.
This column aims to explore the vast range of
unique and interesting hobbies and pastimes
hidden within the Lawrence community, and
grant insight into what makes each Lawrentian
unique.
Podcasts have become a cornerstone of
the digital age. What was once limited by the
exclusivity of satellite radio has become as easily producible by artists as it is accessible by the
public. Whether it be a group of comedians sitting in a dingy room cracking jokes or a cast of
professional voice actors playing “Dungeons &
Dragons,” all that is needed to make a podcast is
a microphone, a Wi-Fi signal and an idea worth
putting out there; all that’s needed to listen
are a pair of headphones and your time worth
spending. Junior film major Nicole Bacher finds
her time worth spending listening to the horrormystery podcast “The Magnus Archives.”
“’The Magnus Archives’ is a fictional podcast that combines the psychology of horror
with the more traditional aspects of the horror

genre,” Bacher said. “Some might describe it as
Lovecraftian, but I would say it brings a lot of
new stuff to the horror genre — it doesn’t invoke
the same old tropes.” She continued, “What’s
nice about it is that the scariest thing lurking in
the dark is actually a monster; it’s a step away
from the real-life horrors we see and deal with
every day.” She also enjoys how the show deals
with questions concerning what we fear, why we
fear them, and how we act when we’re afraid.
The Magnus Institute is a fictional institute
in London that investigates paranormal incidents. Bacher referenced Hideo Kojima’s “Silent
Hill” when comparing its aesthetic to other
works of art. The format of the podcast is such
that the main narrator, Jonathan Sims, reads
and recounts reports of supernatural incidents,
recording the accounts on cassette tapes. The
crackly sound of the older technology invokes
nostalgia and adds to the podcast’s uniquely
bleak and eerie atmosphere.
Bacher used the podcast to overcome her
fear of spiders and has found personal connections by listening to and interacting with its community. “First off, the community is wonderful
and connecting with it has been fantastic,” she
said. “This podcast definitely reaches out to the
LGBTQ+ community. The main characters are
queer in their own ways, but are treated like
normal people.” She continued, “While other

podcasts portray the queer community unrealistically — fun, but unrealistically — ‘The Magnus
Archives’ represents it extraordinarily well.”
She mentioned one character in particular who
embodies this. “Johnathan is asexual and is also
in many ways coded as autistic,” she said. “My
sister is both those things. He’s very relatable.”
She continued, “He’s smart but makes mistakes;
he tries hard but focuses on the wrong things
and often interprets the wrong messages; he’s
impulsive and doesn’t care about tactfulness.
Anybody who feels social anxiety will find John
to be a really relatable narrator.”
Bacher described “The Magnus Archives”
as a breath of fresh air. She said, “What I find
satisfying about this podcast is that it doesn’t
rely on jump scares, like the slasher thrillers
you see in popular media; it relies on storytelling.” And, with each episode between 15 to 25
minutes long — the “perfect length,” as she put
it — she found it incredibly easy to get into.
“Experiencing other peoples’ fears really makes
you more familiar with fear as an emotion,” she
said. She continued, laughing, “But, in the end,
you don’t really know what fear is, except that
it’s powerful and horrific.”
Bacher also noted that the podcast has
inspired her artwork. “It got me drawing again,”
she said. “It’s gotten me enthusiastic about
horror.” She proceeded to show pictures of her

“Flesh Cube,” a small cube made of thin, warped
wire with translucent liquid latex stretching over
its distorted frame. It was painted with sickly
yellows and bloody reds to portray the emotion
of disgust.
Bacher reassured those worried about
getting into something that would dominate
their life. “This podcast is low investment, high
reward,” she said. “I think it is a good balance. It
holds your interest, but also encourages you to
experience the world around you.” She continued, “I’d love to see more people appreciating it
and talking about it, because it’s truly a diamond
in the rough.”
In closing, Bacher said, “I couldn’t recommend this podcast enough. Obviously, there
are certain things you have to look out for — if
you’re not into horror, it probably won’t be your
thing.” She continued, “But, if you have a hard
time with a certain fear, it handles everything so
well that it engages you within a space in which
you’re safe. There’s nothing within it that’s
unapproachable.”
Bacher mentioned there is a content
warning before each episode if listeners are
skeptical. “The Magnus Archives” is available
on all streaming platforms, including Spotify,
iTunes and YouTube. A new episode airs every
Thursday, written by Jonathan Sims and produced by the Rusty Quill in London.

Mind the Gap — Brittany Allwine

Sarah Matthews
for The Lawrentian

_________________________________________________

This column seeks to profile Lawrentians
who have decided not to take the typical path
of enrolling at college directly after highschool,
instead pursuing other interests during a gap
year.
Although the picturesque gap year can only
be imagined as backpacking across the countryside of Europe, or studying a new language internationally, gap years are more often than not
taken to gain financial and emotional stability
before going to college. For freshman Brittany
Allwine, the latter scenario was exactly why she
spent a year refocusing herself before starting at
Lawrence this fall.
During her gap year, Allwine worked as a
custodian at her local junior high in her home
state of Oregon. Along with earning money,
Allwine hoped to discover her identity and recalibrate her emotions. “What I wanted was to
leave and come here, but before it was really
unclear,” she said. “I had some people in my life
that made it not as interesting to come out here.
I’m grateful now that I took that gap year, so that
I could learn more about myself and separate
myself from things that I really needed to be
away from.”
A year later, Allwine acknowledges the
negative stereotype that gap years have the
potential to be unproductive, and a setback once
in college. “Even I had some nervous thoughts
about taking a gap year,” she said. “I came here
older than most of the people around me, and
that made me nervous, but it also made me realize that I learned a lot of things by taking a gap
year. It was well worth it.”
While her gap year allowed for mental

relaxation and regrouping, Allwine also used her
experiences from one year before to understand
the improvement of her life at Lawrence, which
began before even arriving. “I found Lawrence,
and it felt like home just looking at the website
and talking to the people,” she said. “My mom is
from Wisconsin, so she got to tell me what the
people are like to help me decide that Lawrence
is the place that I would like. I connect better
with the people here than I do in Oregon, and
I feel more at home.” Allwine is now taking the
lessons learned about identity and personality
and applying them to her new life at college. “At
Lawrence, I feel like I can actually be myself, but
I still have to learn who that person is,” she said.
“I had open-mindedness during my gap year
to learn things that I needed to learn, and I’m
taking that openness further and learning even
more about myself and the people around me.”
It was not only life lessons that Allwine
experienced during her gap year; she also
explored some of her favorite hobbies, including art. “There were some people in my life that
were negative influences, and I had to cut them
out,” she said. “If I had not, then it would not
have gone well. After that, I focused on myself. I
did some artwork and I tried to relax while also
focusing on what I needed to do in order to get
into college.”
While an important factor of her gap year,
Allwine, who intends on majoring in anthropology with possible minors in Japanese and
Chinese, emphasizes art is only a relaxing hobby
for her. “I could do whatever I wanted with my
art,” she said. “I didn’t have to do it to make
someone else happy. I could do it to make myself
happy, and it wasn’t for a grade.” She continued,
“During my last year of high school, art class was
not nearly the same as it was before. My teacher
let me do whatever I wanted, which was insanely

Freshman Brittany Allwine.
Photo by Zhixuan Lyu.

boring, especially when I didn’t have my computer to do my digital art.”
Allwine, who identifies as both a traditional
and digital artist, also realized the difference in
passion for her lifelong hobby at Lawrence compared to in her hometown. Despite her specialty
being digital art, she finds herself staying away
from this aspect of art while on campus. “Now,
I don’t even want to be near my computer,” she
said. “I would rather be around people here
and go do things. Since it’s easier and faster to
draw on paper, it seems like it’s a better option
than going up into my room and drawing on the

computer for a couple hours with no social interaction.” Allwine’s nervousness of her gap year,
as mentioned before, has taken a completely
different direction towards optimism. Looking
back on her worries, she has decided the anxiety
was unnecessary, as her gap year creates gratitude within herself. “One weird aspect is getting
to know sophomores and realizing I could have
been in that grade if I went last year,” she said.
“But, I can still get along with them now, so
either way, I can be friends with those people,
and it’s still amazing.”

Graphic by
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Comedian entertains on Blue and White Weekend

Mads Layton
Staff Writer

______________________________________

Mandal, a comedian from
Atlanta, Ga., visited Lawrence last
weekend intent on making his audience laugh, and he left that goal
achieved. On Friday, Oct. 4, in the
Warch Campus Center Cinema, a
crowd gathered to see him. Among the
events of Blue and White Weekend,
some of which were canceled due
to poor weather, Mandal became an
appealing event for students and their
families to show them the sorts of
exciting events that Lawrence has
to offer on a weekly basis. It was
apparent that Mandal takes being a
comedian just as seriously as one can
— his jokes were quick-witted and his
punchlines were timely. It was also
easy to see that he had a unique way of
connecting to a group of college students, especially those in the audience
who had also hailed from Atlanta.
He empathized with those who had
worked at McDonald’s just like he had
— spoiler alert: apparently, they freeze
their lettuce — and generally seemed
to know the kinds of jokes that those
he entertained would like. He even
posited that middle school kids are
always the ones to be mean and angsty, so college students were not even
his least favorite demographic of students. He also loudly challenged the
idea that there is something inferior
about this generation of kids. After
all, as he would put it, this generation
does not have to learn in school how
to stop, drop and roll anymore, since
they have collectively figured out how
to not be on fire out of the blue!
Mandal also went in depth on stories
of when he was younger, taking his
mic on and off its stand throughout to
more effectively employ the physical
comedy of the situations he was in.
Particularly riveting was that of the
fight between him and “the one other
fat kid at a school only big enough for

Comedian Mandal entertains audience in Warch Campus Cinema as a part of Blue and White Weekend festivities.
Photo by Taylor Blackson.

one.” They had punched each other in
turn until Mandal realized he could
punch more than once in a row, which
changed the game. Segueing from one
joke into the next with ease, his jokes
also revolved around being black and
the humorous interactions he had had
with white people. The audience all

laughed and nodded in agreement
when he announced, confusedly, that
a woman squeezed past him while
he was at the grocery store and said
“ope!” as she went. His bits such as
this one about the Midwest hit close to
home even for those who have lived at
Lawrence for a short amount of time.

Brooklyn Rider returns to Lawrence

Ursa Anderson
Staff Writer

______________________________________

On Friday, Oct. 4, the string quartet Brooklyn Rider came to Memorial
Chapel as Lawrence’s first guests
in the 2019-2020 Performing Arts
Series. The group includes Johnny
Gandelsman and Colin Jacobsen on
violin, Nicholas Cords on viola and
Michael Nicolas on cello. Their performance “Healing Modes” was based
on the healing quality of music. The
first half of the show was comprised
of pieces that were specifically commissioned for the quartet within the
last two years. The quartet asked composers to put what they thought was
healing into their music, whether it
was a healing moment or something
that was in need of healing, personal
or societal. All five composers who
responded to the prompt implemented it into their compositions in very
different ways, which made this half
of the show engaging in a multitude
of ways. After the intermission, the
quartet continued with a more classical take on healing with Beethoven’s
“Quartet No.15 in A minor, Op. 132.”
The opening piece, “Schisma,” by
Caroline Shaw opened with a vibrant
use of plucking between all of the
musicians. The tone slowly moved
to a more chilling sound, which then
resolved itself into a beautifully peaceful melody. Just from the first piece,
the professional skill of each of the
players apparent. Every note was perfectly in sync; they played as if they
were one singular unit. This was visible near the end of “Schism” when
they all sustained different high pitch-

es in harmony. The strings together
sounded like one musician. Then the
song ended as it started: with more
plucking. Shaw wrote this specific
piece about the Syrian refugee crisis.
The Greek word “schisma” refers to
the Greek islands where refugees are
currently seeking safety from the terrors of war.
In the second piece, “Kanto
Kechua #2,” composed by Gabriela
Lena Frank, there was a chaotic
beginning, reflecting what sounded
like a falling calamity in a duet from
Gandelsman and Jacobsen. This piece
was Frank’s response to receiving a
diagnosis of an autoimmune disease
that could take her life. During this
period of her life, she went through
a creative explosion, writing chamber music, poetry, a fantasy novel
about her ancestors and crafting like
no other. “Kanto Kechua” means
“Quechua Song.” Quechua is the language of her native Peruvian ancestors.
“i am my own achilles’ heel” by
Pulitzer Prize winner Du Yun was
Brooklyn Rider’s third contemporary
piece of the performance. The inspiration for this piece came from the
condition of Alice in Wonderland syndrome. Quoting the quartet, this is a
“weird and wonderful sound environment” for them to explore. Alice in
Wonderland syndrome warps reality
for those it affects, and this warping
could be found in the composition.
The piece started out with very stark
lines, followed by what sounded like
creaking wood or the static that plays
out in one’s head. An impressive duet
between violin and cello was played,

with some extremely high notes which
gave it an eerie quality. As they played,
it felt as though one was slowly falling
down an endless hole, but peacefully.
Then suddenly everything became
disastrous and out of control. The
whole piece felt like a nightmare/daydream, swirling the listeners as they
went on the journey.
The fourth piece, entitled “borderlands…,” by Mantana Roberts was
composed about the U.S.-Mexico border crisis. Roberts tackled what she
thought borders meant, for she had
no sense of where borders lie in this
battle. The piece began with speaking.
As more voices were added, the voices
began to blur, becoming lost in the
sound. Then began instance, tyrannical lines accompanied by pressured
rubbing on the cello strings. The more
the piece developed, the more it felt
like a dialogue or soundtrack to the
border experience.
The last commissioned piece,
“Zeher (Poison)” by Reena Esmail
closed the first half of the show.
Esmail wrote this piece while dealing
with an intense throat infection that
seemed to have no end.
The second half of the performance showcased the more traditional side of the quartet. They played
Beethoven’s “Quartet No.15 in A
minor, Op. 132” beautifully, maybe
even showing up their first five pieces with their insane technical skills.
The next show in the 2019-2020 season will be the Lawrence University
Studio Orchestra Concert, which is
also part of the jazz series, on Friday,
Nov. 8, at 7:30 p.m. in the Lawrence
Memorial Chapel.
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Throughout his set, he effectively kept
the audience engaged in his jokes.
By asking for audience members to
raise their hands and so he could see
where he could pull individuals into
the stories he was telling, Mandal
made his set more interactive. This
made for a more entertaining experi-

ence throughout, one where people
left contented with the hour they had
set aside to see his show. The appeal
was that he acknowledged that others
in the room were part of the show he
was creating. Mandal can be found on
Facebook, as well as on Instagram at
the handle @themandalman.
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Erin O’Brien

Album review: Charli

Staff Writer

______________________________________

As an artist who kicked off her
career at age 14 performing at illegal warehouse raves, Charli XCX is
known for churning out futuristic
avant-pop bangers. Though often
underappreciated, she has had a
foundational influence on pop music
both through songs she’s written for
herself and those she’s written for
other artists including Gwen Stefani,
Selena Gomez, Camila Cabello, Ty
Dolla $ign and Blondie. Her work
has been groundbreaking and unique
for upwards of a decade, and her new
self-titled album “Charli” absolutely
does not disappoint on this front —
the record is yet another testament
to her incredible range as an artist.
The album evokes a new sound that
continues the best elements of her
beloved 2017 album “Pop 2,” including many of the same collaborations
and aspects of production, but also
includes new and unexpected collaborations, including Lizzo and HAIM
and a newfound emotional depth not
found in her earlier production-heavy
bops such as “Femmebot” and “I Got
It.” Deeply evocative, “Charli” experiments with an unprecedented breakthrough range of sound and emotion.
The artist pushes herself to new limits musically and emotionally, as she
explores pain, nostalgia, desperation,
love and redemption.
“Charli” is about self-examination, delving into XCX’s own
thoughts, fears and insecurities. She
intersperses desperate expressions of
pain like “Warm,” “Thoughts” and
“White Mercedes” with monuments
to her self-growth and independence.
Tracks like “Next Level Charli,” “1999”
and “Click” elicit loving nostalgia and
appreciation for what she has, finding
joy and love in simplicity. Charli XCX
struggles between feeling irredeem-

ably fallible and full of love for what
she has, between finding redemption
and going back again. She proves
through her music that progress is
not linear, and giving yourself over to
the vulnerability necessary for love is
not easy.
The first five tracks are potent
and bold, but do not yet foray into the
raw yet delicate intensity we encounter later. They set up an unapologetic expression of self that prepares
the listener for later exposure. The
opening track “Next Level Charli”
is a transformative electronic intro
where she finds joy in small, ostensibly un-monumental moments. She
introduces elements of pop-escapism
that reappear in “1999,” “Click” and
“Shake It.” These glittering moments
and poppy synthetic beats distract
from the pain, but also are emblems of
hope. “Gone,” the second song of the
album, is an absolute standout track.
For the first time, she introduces the
anxieties of feeling alone in a crowd
and bares herself honestly. She voices
her existential uneasiness to strong
yet haunting melodies, broken yet
unapologetically resilient. “Cross You
Out” is a powerful yet intimate story
of leaving a toxic relationship, building up Charli’s strength before she
questions it later. The opening power
chords contrast with soft opening lyrics, building up to a haunting chorus, delicate and beautiful, that ends
definitively in strength. The bridge,
sung by Sky Ferreira, is light, delicate
and ethereal, adorned by high floating
notes as she affirms her growth. The
next two tracks, “Click” and “1999,”
both draw on happier elements of
appreciation, nostalgia and escapism.
The more acute and difficult
vulnerability builds up with “Warm,”
a track featuring HAIM. Here and
in subsequent tracks, the pain she
powers over in the first five tracks
rears its head. The song is soft and

reflective; HAIM’s verse radiates sunlit love, and the effect, layered with
avant-pop beats, is unexpected and
unique. Following “Thoughts,” a druginduced stupor where she processes
pain more intently and urgently in
desperate pleas floating upwards,
“Blame It On Your Love” provides
brief light-hearted relief, before falling back into the once-again desperate
“White Mercedes,” “Silver Cross” and
“I Don’t Wanna Know.” She continues
her apologies in “Blame It On Your
Love,” but this time, they are less
urgent and more full of love. In the
following songs, she falls back into
despairing in regret, guilt and denial.
“Official” and “Shake It” briefly foray into bliss before the album
grounds in “February 2017” and
“2099.” Through the pulsing intro and
fluttering undertones of “Official,” she
explores and celebrates her vulnerability, coming to terms with her fallibility. She finds peace instead of fear
in being known and learns to define
herself and her relationships holistically rather than by faults and worries.
“Shake It” is another escapist banger:
electronic, intense and full of excellent
features from Cupcakke, Big Freeida,
Brooke Candy and Pabllo Vittar. In
“February 2017,” she confronts her
previous denial and asks for forgiveness. Now her apologies are soft
but no longer desperate. Electronic
scratches in “2099” pay homage to
her previous album “Pop 2” as she
finds resolution in herself and owns
her fallibility.
If you have not yet journeyed
into the realm of gay electro-pop,
this album is the way to do it. The
end result is an absolutely beautiful
synthesis of sound and emotion, a
poignant and evocative exploration
of emotional turmoil and tribulation.
“Charli” gives voice to a virtually universally resonant journey, and leaves
us some bangers in the process.

Netflix review: I Think You
Should Leave

Camille Robertson

Staff Writer
______________________________________

ADVERTISE
EXPOSURE

Netflix recently ordered a second season of the obscure sketch
comedy show, “I Think You Should
Leave with Tim Robinson.” The series,
starring Robinson (“Saturday Night
Live,” “Detroiters”) and directed by
Alice Mathias and Akiva Schaffer, falls
under a certain category of surreal
humor that has been gaining popularity in the last few years with programs like “The Eric Andre Show”
and “Nathan For You.” While “I Think
You Should Leave” is not necessarily easy to digest, it might be a good
place to start for those looking to get
into this dada-reminiscent genre, as
its sketches are short and snappy and,
while the actual plots are unrelated,
each storyline follows a similar pattern — an ordinary situation becomes
bizarre when somebody — usually
Robinson himself — flies off the rails
in an unpredictable direction.
The sketch that opens the series
sets the perfect tone for everything
that will follow. Robinson is in a
café finishing up a job interview that
seems to have gone in his favor. As he
exits, he tries to pull the door open.

Matthew J. Cates, the interviewer,
sees his struggle and says, “Looks
like you have to push.” Robinson,
however, with a stiff smile, insists
that it goes both ways. Cates shrugs,
and Robinson begins to yank the door
with all his might. Menacing music
builds, the door slowly splintering
open, as Robinson, still pulling, turns
to make eye contact with Cates. The
hinges pop off; Robinson’s face is
bright red, veins bulging in his forehead, while Cates remains somewhat
neutral, if a little distraught. Drool
runs down Robinson’s chin and the
screen flashes progressively faster
back and forth between their two
faces until, finally, the door is forced
entirely open. “See?” Robinson says,
“Hope to hear from you soon.”
The show’s general formula is
often successful in setting up hilariously uncomfortable situations. But
occasionally, a sketch does not quite
hit the mark. The second sketch in the
sixth and last episode of season one
features a made-up gameshow called
“Dan Vega’s Mega Money Quiz,” in
which Robinson plays the host, Dan
Vega. The only humor comes from
Robinson screaming at “the Chunky”
— a man in an Elmo-like costume
whose role in the game is to steal the
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money that the contestants have won
— for speaking, because “the mouth
on the [costume] doesn’t move! It
looks fake!” But, the show being as
self-aware as it is, the punchline is
Robinson breaking the fourth wall,
saying, “Yeah, that’s a good idea.
Dump it,” thereby acknowledging the
failed sketch, which ends up being its
redeeming quality.
“I Think You Should Leave” is
by no means political, but in certain moments it pokes fun at minor
contemporary woes. In one such
moment, three women post pictures on Instagram of themselves at
brunch. Two out of the three come up
with harmlessly deprecating captions:
“Brunch with these two dum-dums”
and “Sunday Funday with these idiots!” The third, Vanessa Bayer, takes
her caption a little too far: “Eating
crap with these sacks of shit. If they
died tomorrow, no one would shed
a tear.”
The second season of “I Think
You Should Leave” is set to be released
in early 2020 on Netflix. In the meantime, the entire first season can be
watched in under two hours and
rewatched again and again until each
sketch can be recited from memory.
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A Pair of Nifties

Liam Wood
Columnist

______________________________________

A man walks into a bar and
sees a butcher, a baker and a
Broadway actor. The man walks
up to the three gentlemen and
says, “Tell me what rhymes with
‘me’ and ‘be.’” The butcher says
“free.” The baker says “tea.” And
the actor says “a Broadway composer.”
To some it may seem that “me”
and “be” are the only words some
musical composers use to rhyme,
and this complaint extends to
songwriters in general. I’m not
the first guy with an overinflated sense of intelligence
to criticize the IQ level of the
lyrics in some genres. However,
this article is not about casting
aspersions on the size of a lyricist’s toolbox. In fact, I sometimes
feel that there’s a confirmation
bias about the whole thing: “Me”
and “be” may be used often, but
not as often as complainers make
it out to be. And even if they are,
I don’t begrudge the songsmith
their use of two of the English
language’s most common words.
However, I do have one question
for the songwriter: how hard,
how hard, how hard would it
be to sing the word “me” on the
note mi?
I am specifically talking
about songs where the last
word is “me,” and this last word
is sung loudly and proudly for
multiple measures. It would be a
nice touch indeed to make this
sustained note mi in the solfege
scale, and yet often songwriters
do not do this. This issue first
came to my attention when I was
home from winter break one year
and watched a high school production of “You’re A Good Man,
Charlie Brown.” The show is no
world-conquering hit, but it is
a solid bit of entertainment. The
most notable part of this production was one innocuous song
where the last word, “me,” ended
on mi of the solfege scale. This
made me chuckle; then almost
immediately, I wondered how
often songs have ended on “me,”
but not mi. It was like that episode of “How I Met Your Mother”
where Ted tells Marshall that
Lily chews loudly and it Is like a
glass shattering.
Surely I am not the only
one who has had this particular glass shattered. Aren’t there
others out there who hear the
rhyme scheme and the cadence
coming and put two and two
together? Aren’t there people
who feel childish glee when
a singer is made to appear like
they’re singing solfege? With
every rhyme — be, bee, we, see,
sea, plea, free, tree and chi —

there must be some people who
also become more and more
excited, with a tingling in their
stomachs like the buildup to a
nasty bass drop. Yet how often
does that bass drop come? How
often do sight-singing sadists
get the rush of euphoria that
comes from hearing solfege? Not
very often.
Now, I am not asking for this
sort of text painting every time
the word “me” pops up in a song,
or “ray,” or “tea,” or “lay” or “so.”
That would be almost comically
odious. I am merely saying that
at the end of a musical number it
is a safe bet to say you have some
sort of tonic dominant cadence.
It would therefore also be a safe
bet to assume the last note you
sing will be either do, mi or so.
And since the word “me” is often
used in songs, especially “I want”
numbers on Broadway, the occasion to use the mi-me connection
crops up quite often.
I am actually very passionate about this, and that is why
I get mad at people who hate
lyricists who use common rhyme
schemes — because these people
have no priorities. By focusing
on the word “me,” they ignore the
possibilities of the note mi. There
is nothing wrong with writing
what works for a song and getting paid, even if what works is
simple. In fact, this sort of criticism risks creating an even bigger
problem: songwriters will try to
use clever or rare rhymes that
feel too forced and do not fit
with the song’s theme. Rhyming
“Ryan Fitzpatrick” with “geriatric” may be sonically pleasing.
It may signal to the audience
your amazing depth of cultural
knowledge and literary acumen. It may be the coolest thing
you have ever done, but there
are only a select number of scenarios where you would realistically be singing about those
two words. But perhaps that
is a bad example; “Fitzpatrick”
and “geriatric” make almost too
much sense together. A better
example would be “closes” and
“halitosis.” When would halitosis
ever be relevant in a song? It is a
clear example of the anti-basic
rhyme scheme, and it is even more
annoying than the basic rhyme
scheme.
So to those who say songwriters are bad for using basic
rhymes all the time, I say get
some priorities. Stop hating so
much on simple rhymes. Make the
most out of what we have, and
petition for more songs to end on
me-mi. And songwriters, please,
give this technique a chance.
Make the world a better place.
Sneak solfege into your songs.
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Every Lawrentian should take
UNIC 117
Many Lawrentians have gone through the American school system. Unfortunately, this is essentially
a cookie cutter system that emphasizes test-taking ability, labels students, and not much else. As a result,
students have emerged feeling as if their worth is tied to their academic success. Many Lawrentians melt
down over a grade that doesn’t match their standards. Some students believe that they aren’t made to succeed in one way or another because of this flawed system. All too often students have experienced academic
stress to the point of mental strain or even breakdown.
Kathryn Zoromski, Associate Dean of Academic Success, has seen and understands these dilemmas.
While teaching at Arizona State, she designed a course to help students on academic probation. She realized that there were things in the course that students who were not on academic probation would benefit
from. When she came to Lawrence, she incorporated the class here as well under the name called Cognitive
and Affective Theories in Practice (UNIC 117). According to the course catalog, “This course is designed
to introduce students to cognitive and affective theories that can positively impact success in a university
environment. Integration of current theory and evidence-based research allows students to study and
apply effective strategies applicable to their own academic lives.”
Many people are hesitant to take it because they think it is a remedial course or a study skills class.
Zoromski explained, “It doesn’t matter where you are in your academic life...or what major you’re in...it’s
applicable...to every student on this campus.” Students enrolled in the course come from all backgrounds,
varying school experiences, and have a wide array of GPAs. This shows that the information used and time
spent together can be valuable to any student.
The class is offered for three credits, three times a term with either Student Success Specialist Imelda
Gledhill or Zoromski as the professor. There are two classes a week, occasional readings or videos to watch
and a prompted journal due essentially every class period. While the work is minimal, the benefit is massive.
Students who have taken the course before have since lauded how much they have grown. One of
Zoromski’s former students, sophomore Olivia VanSlyke, explains, “UNIC 117 challenged me to face the
root causes of my academic and personal struggles and taught me real skills to face them.”
Sophomore Jason Bernheimer reflected, “It’s hard to say anything other than, ‘it was life changing.’ It
really makes you re-examine all your habits and practices, and enlightens you in ways you’d never think.
It informs everything you do in a better way than ever before.” He also added that he took the class during
his freshman year, which he recommends to others.
The class is essentially time set aside for you to reflect and learn about what is holding you back
from reaching your full potential. The entire term is focused on creating up awareness. She will hold up
the mirror and offer structured support in the course if there’s something you want to change. Zoromski
emphasized, “You can’t change what you can’t see.”
For those not enrolled in the course, but still interested in these services, Zoromski and Gledhill both
offer individualized academic counseling through the CAS. In these sessions, students can meet with an
academic counselor to talk about prioritizing, imposter syndrome, and anything else that may be standing
in their way of achieving their goals. Academic counseling can support growth in these areas, as well as
connect students to additional resources.
Every student could benefit from taking this course. Whether you’re a freshman or a fifth year, you
will learn skills that will benefit you for the rest of your life. At the end of the day, it is our job to put the
work in to better ourselves, and this class sets the stage for you to do so. If you have room, you should
consider taking this class, as you never know what kind of things you might learn about yourself.

Letters to the Editor can be sent in to Opinions & Editorials Editor, Max Craig, at lawrentian@lawrence.edu. We
review all letters and consider them for publication. The Lawrentian staff reserves the right to edit for clarity,
decency, style and space. All letters should be submitted on the Monday before publication, and should not be
more than 350 words.

Fifty Shades of Capital:
Bon-App

Nero Grok-Gallagher

Columnist
__________________________________

There are many facets of our
social reality influenced by global capitalism; this series serves
to highlight the ever-expanding
market’s effect on our daily lives.
From Bon-App to the environment, capitalism has generated
numerous negative consequences
around the world.
A parasite has infected
LarryU: the parasite of a poorly created meal plan. All the
unwavering forces of Lawrence
University — Bon-App, the slow
bureaucracy and “The Lawrence
Difference” — have colluded to
inject this parasite into its student
body.
In response to these unjust
conditions is a rising tide of
student solidarity, as exemplified through the cyber-network
on Facebook and general sentiments throughout the campus.
The ubiquity of these informal
protests, coupled with Bon-App’s
indifference as it extracts money
from us, highlights our predicament quite well.
This is part of a long-term
process of ever-increasing profit
margins that is essential to any
business’ success in a capitalist
economy. If Bon-App is to survive
in the national market of college
campus food service, it needs to
find ways to bring greater profits
each year. Social consequences
be damned: as long as that ledger
remains balanced, anything goes.
Of course, Bon-App prides itself
on its business model of sourcing
local foods and using sustainable
practices. This is commendable.
The problem with the meal
plan has little to do with sustain-

ability, however, and is all about
Bon-App’s relationship to us, the
students. Given the profit motive,
Bon-App will do whatever it can
to get away with as long as the
money keeps coming. As capitalism marches on and the economy
weans though, more desperate
and corrupting measures will be
employed to stay afloat. These
practices may not be tolerated by
the student body, but Lawrence
(i.e. Bon-App’s real customer) will
continue to allow them, so long as
they do not encroach on student
enrollment and/or donations,
which are the university’s primary
sources of income.
Not only does Bon-App innovate new ways of exploiting students every year, but the stringent
Lawrence bureaucracy works in
its favor as well. Contracts lasting
longer than a student’s tenure are
penned in ink while our complaints are memorialized via the
meme. This unfeeling institution
only recognizes forms conforming to the bureaucracy, such as
the Student Welfare Committee,
rather than those most accessible
to the community. And so we have
a disconnect between student and
university: the changes affecting us the most are unfriendly to
the average student too involved
with work, classes or activities
to meaningfully engage with the
bureaucracy.
So how do we get out of this?
Obviously, students should send
their stories and concerns to the
Student Welfare Committee at
swc@lawrence.edu, but structural change is also necessary.
First of all, we must remove the
monopoly on food. Students are
left with few alternatives to the

See page 12

On the Cusp of Enlightenment: An Advice Column

Simone Levy

Columnist
__________________________________

Dear Simone,
What is so great about
snakes? I hate them and they’re
annoying. Change my mind. Give
me an example of a good snake.
Signed,
Indiana Jones
Dear Indy,
I know more about snakes
than you do.
Do you really want to know
what is so great about snakes?
Because honestly, everything
about them is so great. I need you
to recognize that my expertise
surrounding these sexy, legless
carnivores is not to be argued
with — I will not stand for any
more attempts to undermine my
grasp of snakes.
The dirty lowdown on this
elongated squamate is as follows:
snakes are absolutely gorgeous
vertebrates who are covered in
a perfect sheath of overlapping
scales. Snakes can be land-dwelling and/or sea-dwelling and are

found on every continent sans
Antarctica. Some species contain
venom for subduing prey, and
some kill prey by swallowing it
whole or through constriction.
Get the picture? Still not convinced that I know more than you
do? Okay, I will continue.
From the most prolific
Colubridae to the few Pythonidae,
species of snakes are as varied as
their markings. For this reason, I
will be focusing my time displaying my knowledge of the one of
the only two venomous snakes in
North America: the pit viper. Oh,
you were unaware that besides
the coral snake, every venomous
snake in the United States is a pit
viper? I am not surprised, considering my knowledge of snakes far
surpasses yours.
Snakes in the family Viperidae
are all equipped with long, hollow
fangs through which they inject
venom. What makes pit vipers, or
Crotalinae, different is the presence of a pit organ between the
snake’s eye and nostril. This heatsensing pit gives these vipers a
sixth sense — they can actually
detect the infrared light coming

off of prey, which allows them to
find and determine the size of the
animal they are hunting. Even
when deprived of smell and sight,
pit vipers can utilize this sensory
organ in order to accurately hunt
and feed on prey. Pit vipers also
contain another organ that differentiates them from the other
snakes within the Viperidae family — a muscle that helps push
venom out of the gland — but I
will not go into this, as it is far too
advanced for someone without
the knowledge of snakes that I
possess.
I bet you are thinking, “Does
this mean the eastern diamondback rattlesnake and the southern
copperhead belong to the same
subfamily of snakes?” to which
my answer is: “Yes, obviously.
Have you even been paying any
attention?” It is true: moccasins,
lanceheads, rattlesnakes, hognoses and every venomous snake
in the United States (besides the
eastern coral snake) belongs to
the same subfamily: Crotalinae.
As you may have guessed
by now, I love snakes. I especially love pit vipers, and within

that family, my favorite genus
of snake is the Agkistrodon. Of
the genus Agkistrodon, there
are three closely related snakes:
Agkistrodon bilineatus (cantil/Mexican ground pit viper),
Agkistrodon piscivorus (water
moccasin/cottonmouth) and, my
personal favorite, Agkistrodon
contortrix — the copperhead.
I know what you are thinking
“Simone, copperheads are so boring! You should have picked a
more interesting snake, like a boa
constrictor!” to which I say: “Beat
it, simpleton!”
Copperheads are far from
boring: they are slinky, mysterious, dangerous and intrepid
vipers. For one, their coloring
is absolutely gorgeous: copperheads are well-adapted to camouflage, and they blend seamlessly into the forest floor, with
their scales resembling fallen
leaves. Copperheads are also
amazing because of their defense
mechanism: they are notorious
for freezing in place when threatened, which leads them to being
stepped on by humans and the
humans consequently bitten.

While completely benign if left
on their own, copperheads will
not hesitate to strike if provoked.
And, if you were paying any attention, you would know that this
snake is venomous. While not
deadly, the pain inflicted by copperhead venom is intense and
definitely not particularly pleasurable. However, because personal reactions differ, it is impossible to know the extent to which
you will be affected by a snake’s
venom! It is that unpredictability and danger that really makes
these sexy pit vipers my favorite
snakes. Your careless judgement
on the merit of the copperhead
is what situates you below me in
terms of snake scholarship and
appreciation, obviously.
The next time you doubt or
challenge the beauty and elegance
of snakes, I suggest you reassess
your choices, as the information
I have given in this piece is a
mere chip off of the iceberg of
snake beauty. I sincerely hope
that this has subdued your baseless assumption that snakes are
“annoying.”

The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those of the students, faculty and community members who wrote them. All
facts are as provided by the authors. The Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, which
represents a majority of the editorial board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions using the parameters outlined in the masthead.
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Zach Fithian

Life At Lawrence: Surviving the Grind™

Columnist
__________________________________

The longer you have been
at Lawrence, the more you will
understand that the trimester system is both a blessing and a curse.
When I first got here, I thought
our term schedule was ideal: bitesized 10-week periods of classes
that end just when you need them
to and always with a good chunk
of break to enjoy afterwards.
However, after the rose-colored
glasses of freshman year fell off
my face, I began to see the key
flaw in the system. Because we
have so much less time in a trimester than in a semester and the
same amount of material to cover,
learning is rushed and our workload gets heavier. Oh, and don’t
forget about your clubs, social life
and, you know, eating from time
to time. Though your terms here
may find you overwhelmed, there
are things you can do to get yourself out of a bind, and to help stay
out of the trap.
One of the easiest ways to
manage your time is through
basic organization techniques,
like making a calendar and to-do
list. No matter how good your
memory is, having all of your
ducks in a row on paper can make
a big difference in your mind-

set. Seeing gaps in your planner, for example, gives you the
knowledge that you have more
time than you thought previously. Perhaps in that 20-minute
period before class you can write
a few emails, start working on
homework or even take a nap on
the nearest couch — there’s no
judgement to be found on this
campus for spontaneous napping. Moreover, having all of your
tasks written down and ready for
crossing out gives you a sense
of concreteness and achievability.
Your paper is no longer a menacing, amorphous beast haunting
your thoughts when you break
it down into five pieces that you
get the satisfaction of crossing
out. And crossing out five bullet points that were all emails?
Nothing like easy productivity to
motivate you through the tough
stuff. But maybe enumerating all
of your to-dos is intimidating;
there’s so much and who knows
where to start! Well, if you write
everything down, you can start to
prioritize your tasks by urgency
and importance and planning
your completion schedule around
your actual needs without letting
the nonsense cloud your vision.
Even after you organize your
days and weeks, sometimes you
do have simply too much to do on
a general basis. Your prioritizing

A trans perspective on
the Title VII ruling

Mara Kissinger
Staff Writer

______________________________________

On Tuesday, Oct. 8, arguments officially started in the
Supreme Court about whether or
not LGBTQ+ identities are protected under Title VII on the basis
of sex in three different cases of
wrongful termination. In as little
as a month it could be legal to fire
LGBTQ+ people based on their
identities and/or orientations. It
is also expected to most heavily
affect trans and gender non-conforming people.
As a trans person, I find
myself feeling a large amount of
sadness and uncertainty. I doubt
that the current Supreme Court
will grant me the right to safety
at my place of employment, and
I also doubt that a law making
LGBTQ protections explicit will
pass through the Republicancontrolled Senate. I would like for
you, the reader, to sit with that
for a moment. If you believe in

the right to keep your job so long
as you perform well, take this
moment to acknowledge that, in
no time at all, that could no longer
be the case. Even if you believe
that being trans is a choice or
that being trans is wrong, do you
also believe that I should have
my income stripped from me if
people find out? Is it not my right
to have a job and be protected in
that job?
If you do not already care
about this issue, there is perhaps
nothing that I can say to make
you care. We are all just people,
after all; we all have our own lives
to live. But consider the slippery
slope of these injustices. Who is to
say the court will not remove your
protections next? I would argue
that you should care about this
on the basis that I am a person
and I deserve equal opportunity
to make money and perform well
at a job no matter how I identify
or who I am.

Looking for answers?
In need of advice from a
Taurus-sun, Virgo-moon,
Gemini-rising?
Email
Simone
at
simone.a.levy@lawrence.
edu with your own questions and you just might
be featured in next week’s
column.

skills will help you again here,
but now the challenge is figuring out what to drop rather than
what to do first, as you need to
free yourself up a bit. My go-to
place to start for this is non-academic responsibilities. Clubs usually come first, as we Lawrentians
tend to join a lot and then feel
obliged to do something with all
of them. Identify the clubs that
are the most important to you
— clubs that give you the most
satisfaction when you engage with
them and ideally have the least
amount of drama and time commitment — and keep those. As for
the others, really weigh the benefits and detriments; if the feeling
of being overstretched is worse
than the benefits of being in the
club, definitely take a step away.
Remember, it’s just a club! You
can always come back. A similar methodology can be used in
managing other responsibilities
too, such as volunteer commitments and jobs. Once you narrow
things down to only what provides you the most benefit (personal, financial, etc.), you can feel
more fulfilled and liberated from
obligation.
Even with all of this effort
put into getting your life sorted,
Lawrence may very well still make
you feel overwhelmed the way it
does best: in classes. This enemy

is truly one that is difficult to contend with, as in this institution we
simply get too much work. That is
all there is to it. We could be so
much more productive and effective if we were given less to do in
the short periods of time between
classes, but sometimes that’s the
way it is. While I would encourage
conversations between students
and faculty about this issue in
order to make a positive impact
on student health, there is a slew
of factors that work against such
dialogue, and so in the meantime,
I can give a few pieces of advice
for times of academic duress.
First and foremost, do not be
afraid to ask for an extension on
an assignment. So long as you are
asking in advance, your chances
are typically good and if you feel
comfortable explaining yourself,
that can go a long way. What if
the worst-case scenario happens
and your professor says no? You
don’t have a whole lot to lose. In
more reading-centric scenarios,
find your best method for getting as much information as possible with as little reading as you
can. When you have 60+ pages
to read for a class (or even for
multiple classes) and you do not
have enough time or you’re a slow
reader, do not read all of it. Trying
to do all the reading thoroughly is
a one-way ticket to staying up far

too late or throwing your schedule out of whack. Get a summary
of the reading from a friend or
the internet and then focus on
reading a part that interests you
or gives you something to say in
class — it is okay if that is all you
can manage.
Finally,
communicate! If
you’re feeling overwhelmed,
chances are that other students
do too. Talk to your classmates
about what problems everyone is
facing and meet with your professor to talk about how everyone
can get the most out of the class.
Or, if it is personal, meet with
the professor yourself or write an
email about what is going on and
how you want to work towards
a solution. Education is about
knowledge and personal development and students and faculty
alike know that, so talk about how
to achieve those goals when you
need to.
Stress is present in everyone’s academic experience, but it
doesn’t have to dominate it. This
term, work on eliminating the
unhealthy stress from your life by
focusing on the things that benefit
you as a student and as a person
the most. Good luck in your studies, I believe in you!

What in the World:
The joy of amicable disagreement

Luther Abel
Columnist

______________________________________

Dear Reader,
You are not right about
everything you believe to be true
and good. Shocking, I know. What
is even crazier is that I, a wizened
twenty-six-year-old, also do not
have the world entirely figured
out. All of this is acceptable and
fine. Who wants to hang out with
an omniscient young adult? Not
many people, and those who do
are only after the lotto numbers.
Life is full of people who have
differing opinions on a plethora
of subjects. For instance, there
are folks who think cheering for
a team other than the Green Bay
Packers is morally feasible or that
Tekashi 6ix9ine is a solid guy to
tell a secret to.
How do we confront such
obviously logically flawed individuals? Shouting them down would
likely be cathartic, but makes you
a jerk. Digging up their old tweets
and destroying their life is another option, but also makes you a
jerk. So the question really is,
“How do I disagree with someone
without being a jerk?”
As an aside, if you are okay
being a jerk, then I wish you the
best in life, as you will most assuredly need all the good fortune you
can get.
When confronting someone
in a non-jerkish fashion, politely
ask them why they think the way
they do. There are many good
people who hold poorly thought
out or wayward ideas on a topic,
and who, if given the opportunity
to voice these aloud, may notice
the flaws in their own thinking
without you ever saying a word.
It is vitally important you do
not interrupt these people, even
if what they are saying causes
hemorrhaging in your ears.
Remember, this conversation
with you may be one of the few

interactions they have with someone they disagree with on the subject. You must comport yourself in
such a way that even if they leave
the conversation with you unconvinced, they will remember there
was a kindly person who opposed
their opinion respectfully. This is
the seed of their possible conversion to your point of view.
If they carry on in this irritating manner of not agreeing with
you immediately, are we allowed
then to condemn their asininity?
Nope. At this juncture, ask if they
would consider an opposing or
alternate point of view. If they
agree — which they more than
likely will because you showed
respect listening to them — you
can proceed, having won over
their ear.
State your case clearly and
concisely. Rambling will only
create confusion and pushback.
When done with a thought or
point, give them time to respond
and ask further questions.
Lecturing is unattractive; giveand-take conversation is extremely attractive.
Here is an example of such a
conversation: Say you are discussing immigration with a staunch
restrictionist named Bob. Bob
intimates that an influx of unverified immigrants can be dangerous and that there are negative
economic impacts on low-income
citizens due to unfettered immigration. This view offends your
sense of what is right. You think
anyone who can have a better life
here should be able to enter the
country and call it home. Labeling
Bob a bigot and tuning him out is
tempting, is it not?
But let us assume Bob’s opinion is not formed out of deep-seated animosity towards immigrants
but instead out of concern for his
fellow countrymen and family. He
sees unverified immigrants as a
danger because the U.S. cannot

know who these folks coming into
the country are and the details of
their various backgrounds. Those
who move here from other places
are not inherently good or bad.
They are people with all the flaws
attendant. So this concern for the
safety of one’s own family and
community is natural.
Likewise, mass migration
economically impacts the working
poor far more than the wealthy
and middle-class because the
working poor and immigrants
have similar résumés. It would
indeed be strange not to wish for
a classmate who had a hard life
and is working their way back up
to not be hired on a job due to
being priced out of the marketplace by cash-based immigrant
labor.
Though you disagree with
Bob and his companions’ solution to these valid concerns,
you should assume the best of
why they hold it. Now that you
understand their concerns, try
to convince them that your view
addresses the issue they have with
expanded immigration.
They fear for the safety of
their family. Good on them.
Immigrant families are often
escaping situations where their
fear for their own family was so
great that they decided to move
hundreds or thousands of miles
in miserable conditions. Perhaps
Bob had not considered this.
There is then the noble worry
for the native working poor in
Bob’s area being priced out by
labor competition. Also valid.
Perhaps you offer a rejoinder of
how a greater market of untapped
labor is attractive to businesses
who are looking to move out of a
stagnant hiring market.
Proceeding in this manner,
you and Bob are working towards
a communal middle-ground. He

See page 12
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How do you define success?
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“Getting something right the first
time.”
—Pei Robins

“I’d say there are a lot of different
types of success. For me, [it’s] doing
my best academically, living my life
to the fullest; where your regrets
inform your success.”
—Nolan Pudoff

“Success is defined by me as striving
for what you love and doing the
best you can in the time you have,
regardless of what anyone else is
doing.”
—Preston Parker
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Fifty Shades...
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“If you’re doing something you love
and you’re happy; having a positive
effect on others.”
—Patricio Cardenas

“I think success has a lot to do
with the way you look at the world.
Success can be found anywhere.
Sometimes it’s getting a promotion,
an A on a paper or making a new
friend.”
—Dominick Stanley

“Success is when you can use your
own money to buy whatever you
want.”
—Sunny Li
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Bon-App system. Group meal
plans have limited space, and
besides that, we need extenuating
circumstances to even get off the
thing. This system also discourages students from cooking, eating out, going to Bjork, attending
events that provide food or even
going home. Furthermore, we are
forced to spend the remainder
of our culinary cash at the end
each term, which only encourages
unsustainable consumer habits,
or risk wasting money. Frugality
is not valued by this meal plan.
Second, we need decisionmaking and communication to
be better integrated into the community. Students should not have
to go out of their way to voice
their opinions; Lawrence should
bring the process to the students,
rather than us attending forums

What in the...

continued from page 11
is not put off, as you are showing him respect by validating his
worries while bringing him to see
his concerns may be misplaced or
overwrought.
Most folks will not, because
of pride and shock of exposure,
immediately side with your views.
This is fine. Humans need time
to wrestle with an opposing view,
and it would be alarming if a
fifteen-minute exchange resulted
in Bob’s total realignment to your
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and committees. Heck, something as simple as disseminating
feedback surveys and referendums in the first five minutes of
class is an improvement. Perhaps
the university should even look
into utilizing social media for
this purpose, since the meme
page attracts so much traffic.
Ultimately, the future lies in moving away from bureaucracy and
closer towards a focus on community, as Lawrence likes to emphasize in its infamous department
name changes.
Amid all these negative vibes,
however, I would like to shine the
spotlight on all the workers who
make our meals possible. BonApp is possibly the campus’s largest employer, so there are many
people who work a variety of positions in this food service. They are
likely underpaid, student workers
and all, but I hope my appreciation is enough. Thank you.

way of thinking.
Being a good person involves
being especially kind to people
you disagree with. Character
development seldom occurs with
those who never disagree with
you. Challenge yourself, challenge
your thinking and have a chat
with someone you see as wrong.
You, they and the world will
be better for it in an age where
shouting is too common and common humanity is rare.
Any comments or concerns
can be directed to abell@lawrence.edu. Thank you for reading

